WATSON'S HISTORIC
GROCERY MUSEUM
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Built and Operated Since 1895

Open May - September
1-4 pm Saturday & Sunday or by appointment
641-483-2458 = 641-483-2110  641-483-3002

Free Admission

106 West Main Street
State Center, lowa
www.statecenteriowa.org






to meet customer demands, Watson’'s Grocery still
looked like a turn-of-the-century store.

In 1962, Watson’s Grocery became a Greyhound bus
stop. It was common to see travelers waiting on a
long wooden bench in front of the store when the
weather was pleasant.

The Watsons were known for accommodating their
customers. They delivered groceries around town
to people who couldn’t get out. They allowed their
“regulars” to charge items when times were rough.
Watson’s Grocery was the place to hear the local
news and chat about the weather until the day it
closed in 1981.

Preserving A Piece Of History

In 1979, heir Ralph Watson died. His wife Florence
kept the store open for a short time, then one day
she just locked the doors and left. Florence was not
willing to sell the store, so Watson's Grocery sat
undisturbed until her death in 1989.

Following her death, townspeople established a
committee to save Watson’s Grocery as a landmark
and museum. But they were in for a battle. The Watson
heirs decided to sell the building and contents at two
auctions; one to sell the antique collectibles and one to
sell the building and fixtures.




